DISTRICT COUNCIL OF SEVENOAKS

Minutes of the Meeting of the Sevenoaks District Council
held on 23 April 2013 commencing at 7.00 pm

Present: Mrs. Morris (Chairman)
Pett (Vice-Chairman)

Clirs. Abraham, Mrs. Ayres, Ayres, Mrs. Bayley, Ball, Bosley, Mrs. Bosley, Mrs. Bracken,
Brookbank, Brown, Butler, Ms. Chetram, Clark, Mrs. Cook, Cooke, Mrs. Davison,
Davison, Dickins, Edwards-Winser, Firth, Fittock, Fleming, Gaywood, Mrs. George, Grint,
Horwood, Mrs. Hunter, London, Ms. Lowe, Maskell, McGarvey, Mrs. Parkin, Piper,

Mrs. Purves, Raikes, Ramsay, Mrs. Sargeant, Scholey, Searles, Miss. Stack,

Miss. Thornton, Underwood, Walshe and Williamson

Apologies for absence were received from Clirs. Mrs. Clark, Mrs. Dawson, Mrs. Dibsdall,
Hogarth, Neal, Orridge and Towell

58. TO APPROVE AS A CORRECT RECORD THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE
COUNCIL HELD ON 19 FEBRUARY 2013

The Chairman proposed that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 19t
February 2013 be approved as a correct record.

Resolved: That the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 19 February
2013 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

59. TO RECEIVE ANY ADDITIONAL DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS IN
RESPECT OF ITEMS OF BUSINESS INCLUDED ON THE AGENDA FOR THIS
MEETING.

No additional declarations of interest were made.

60. CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chairman reported that the Chief Executive was making a good recovery following his
operation. All Members of the Council sent their best wishes for a speedy recovery.

61. TO RECEIVE ANY PETITIONS SUBMITTED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC.

No petitions were received.

62. MATTERS CONSIDERED BY THE CABINET AND/OR OTHER COMMITTEES:

(@) Community Plan 2013-2016 and 15 year vision
Councillor Fleming proposed and Councillor Mrs Bosley seconded that the final

Community Plan and its supporting Action Plan be approved before partner agencies are
invited to sign off the document.
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Following a vote it was
Resolved: That the final Community Plan and its supporting Action Plan be

approved before partner agencies are invited to sign off the document.

63. TO CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING REPORT FROM THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL ON
MATTERS REQUIRING THE ATTENTION OF COUNCIL.:

(@) Outcomes of Governance Review

Councillor Fleming proposed and Councillor Mrs Davison seconded that Full Council (a)
approve the proposed governance structure attached at Appendix B to the report and
that Officers bring back to the May Council meeting the detailed mechanisms to enable
the implementation of the structure; (b) delegate authority to the Leader of the Council, in
consultation with Members, to work with the Monitoring Officer and the Chief Executive,
to make consequential amendments to the Constitution as appropriate; (c) undertake a
review of the new governance arrangements and report to Full Council in April 2014.

The Leader highlighted that the proposals were to agree general principles for a
governance structure to enable more detailed work to be undertaken in consultation with
Members. The proposals in front of Members addressed the four key areas of concern
that had arisen from the Governance Review meetings.

Some Members expressed concerns surrounding the proposed timescales, stressing that
important decisions were being taken in a very short time. The need to follow proper
processes and inform the Modern Local Government Group of any detailed proposals
was highlighted. The Chief Executive Designate confirmed that any changes to the
Council’s Constitution would have to be considered by the Modern Local Government
Group.

Councillor Walshe proposed and Councillor Purves seconded that (c) of the motion be
amended as follows:

(c) a review of the new governance arrangements and all possible alternative models be
undertaken in detail and reported to Full Council by April 2014.

Councillor Mrs Cook suggested that the amendment be altered as follows:

(c) a review of the new governance arrangements be undertaken and reported back to
Full Council by April 2014.

(d) Options requiring more detailed consideration, such as the Committee System or a
Hybrid Model requiring Secretary of State approval, be investigated during the next
municipal year.

The amendment was put to the vote and was CARRIED.
Members returned to debating the original motion, as amended by Councillor Walshe and
Councillor Gaywood proposed and Councillor Walshe seconded that the motion be

amended as follows:
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(a) the proposed governance structure attached at Appendix B to the report be

approved and that Officers bring back to the July Council meeting the detailed
mechanisms to enable the implementation of the structure;

The amendment was put to the vote and was LOST.

Members returned to debating the original motion, as amended by Councillor Walshe.
The motion was put to the vote and it was

64.

(c)

Resolved: That

(a) the proposed governance structure attached at Appendix B to the report be
approved and that Officers bring back to the May Council meeting the detailed
mechanisms to enable the implementation of the structure;

(b) authority be delegated to the Leader of the Council, in consultation with
Members to work with the Monitoring Officer and the Chief Executive to make
consequential amendments to the Constitution as appropriate;

(c) areview of the new governance arrangements be undertaken and reported
back to Full Council by April 2014.

(d) Options requiring more detailed consideration, such as the Committee System
or a Hybrid Model requiring Secretary of State approval, be investigated during
the next municipal year.

TO CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING REPORTS FROM THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OR OTHER
DIRECTORS ON MATTERS REQUIRING THE ATTENTION OF COUNCIL:

Appointment of Independent Person for Standards

Councillor Fleming proposed and Councillor Firth seconded that (a) Mr John Linehan be
appointed as Independent Person; and (b) Mrs Elaine Jackson be appointed as the
reserve Independent Person for the purposed of the Localism Act 2011 and that these
appointments be effective immediately.

(d)

Following a vote, it was

Resolved: by a majority of the Council that

(a) Mr John Linehan be appointed as Independent Person;

(b) Mrs Elaine Jackson be appointed as the reserve Independent Person

for the purposed of the Localism Act 2011 and that these appointments be
effective immediately.

Programme of Meetings

This item was withdrawn.
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65. TO CONSIDER ANY QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS UNDER PARAGRAPH 19.3 OF PART
2 (THE COUNCIL AND DISTRICT COUNCIL MEMBERS) OF THE CONSTITUTION,
NOTICE OF WHICH HAVE BEEN DULY GIVEN.

There were no questions.

66. TO RECEIVE ANY QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC UNDER
PARAGRAPH 17 OF PART 2 (THE COUNCIL AND DISTRICT COUNCIL MEMBERS) OF
THE CONSTITUTION.

There were no questions.

67. TO RECEIVE THE REPORT OF THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL ON THE WORK OF THE
CABINET SINCE THE LAST COUNCIL MEETING.

The Leader of the Council reported on the work that he and the Cabinet had undertaken
in the period 1st February 2013 to 11t April 2013. In particular the Leader highlighted
that the meeting of the Kent and Medway Police and Crime Panel in April had been held
on the same day as the resignation of the Youth Crime Commissioner. The Police and
Crime Panel had come together to support the Kent Police and Crime Commissioner in
her policy of recruiting a Youth Commissioner but had raised concerns surrounding the
way the former Youth Commissioner, who was only just 17 years old, had been treated in
the Press. The Panel had sought assurances that safeguarding issues would be
considered in more detail in the future.

68. TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMEN OF THE SELECT COMMITTEES ON
THE WORK OF THE COMMITTEES SINCE THE LAST COUNCIL MEETING.

The Council received reports from the Chairman of the following Select Committees:

e Environment Select Committee - 19t March 2013
e Social Affairs Select Committee - 26t March 2013
e Services Select Committee - 4t April 2013

A report from the Chairman of the Performance and Governance Committee had been
circulated to all Member immediately prior to the meeting.

THE MEETING WAS CONCLUDED AT 7.40 pm

Chairman
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